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young Viennese was stubborn
was
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Wittgenstein, and then he stopped himsell It cannot be .
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forty steps ahead and forty behind. Bur even more, Fyq: uv:lwwlh
young man would not let go, saw

to get at it — at what he could not
The pungent cigar was lund“y.# xl Mslum\
overstuffed chair, the cigar ra ﬁ
qd\en Now a man over sixty, av %
umht

er him, saddened, in the face of this rampant youth,

his own diminished energies. He simply didn't have the
this one. Tl one, he saw, needed a younger man to take
F:egpuﬁedmuhn-wnh-lhm ummal‘m
rasping voice, Rus-sell. e

Wittgenstein looked up quizzically. Watery eyed with the smoke, Frege
said, Work with Russell at Cambridge. H:‘t the one doing the new work
now. Write to him. You may use my na

Frege roused himself from the chair and cleieed his throat, Witgen-
stein was still staring when the old logician looked back in good-natured
dismay and said, On second thought, | will send Russell a note
Not to recommend you, you understand, but to warn him. Thats a
Just a friendly note of warning.

Wmlmsmn look Frege's advice: he wrote to Russell. Russell ceplicd B
September Witrgenstein was officiall o
nd,. Ka ttgenstein, meanwhile, was er
wn‘! latest letter formally notifying him of his inteptions. vw:':
was in England finishing up his acronautical work when he received
father’s reply — a warning shot across the bow:

5. September 1972
My Son,
Your fates letee,lke our astintcrview, was GRMBHAGIPAS usual thert
was your own natural — | want o say willful — difficlty and
my ows 0 want to seize a certain pass and plow 2

jections, which, as | see it, are just that — stubborn
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age

and the uncanny abil-

e bringa certainiritating;
i g ki ruly, be-called)

ity to make others feel self-conscious. Bu
You would say, *I cannot have my gifts

true. No man could do anything it he first h s prionty. .
Treid the Ry G, *ﬂ_ — o sy b
10 fish ane requires af least a stout boat; it is not enough o express mere

b or cat fish, Ifthis were the case, every young man of quality
n Vienna who did not h:mr a living would be an artist; the rest
would be rich . The b s with their kirs -

and clais 5 ns. 1 do not mistake
of | s T

1% than does A ﬁ*& at least claims

s system has ever proven anything. All
n”-‘ihlg”  fit the cloth, D o
the cffect is only beautiful or evanescently satisfying in the way of myth.
Goethe is more believable and a thousand times more honorable than any

hilosopher. Forget your beloved that Im»d'y Ecclesiastes.
Schopenhauer can m-ndalnuunmn hdluq
have ta toil for

v vain
need men who bring STEAM to the world; we need, if anything, anmha
Goethe, andyou—mdlnyn?—ntm Goethe.
Would it -nul- gvhmmunuun-.
published writings | have touched, shall we
wwyon.;”um that puts stecl in the foun-
‘of civil workmanship, wnh the finest of
materials and work that gocs according to some e SCHEDULE;
But I realized much earlier than you — now, | might add, i your twenty-
third year — that it was not in my veins to be a philosopher, not at least as
Kant is a philosopher, or poet-philosopher. What of your case? You
Butto m.nk ofym: as a philosopher . .

; it was with long aﬁa””’M‘

ust all

tion nm T e e o o 701 0 ik i wm “ndeed,
1 concluded that my children could be cducated only under my roof with
hand-picked

It DISTRESSES me, dear son, to sce you, 2 man of and
talen, in this way. 1 wish 1 could be more in this, yet you
sec, 1 did not found a famly not to know that family, and if | should raise
an r latest FaBeY please understand that it is in the interests
of 4 resolute 1, 100, hm wraveled this iy and | do not believe
the way of the Winigensteins goes there.
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four concerned Father

050

78245
Hind 2.55 eurot

Vikerkaar 6/2013



